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NEW COURTHOUSE IN ARTHUR, NEBRASKA — Built in the 
summer and fall of 1961 and first occupied January 1st, 1962. 
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OLD COURTHOUSE — Built in 1914, and cat until Fale! » 
1962 — Famous for being the smallest county courthouse in 
the United States — Now occupied as a county museum. 
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THIS IS ARTHUR COUNTY 
Located in Nebraska, U. S. A. 


EARLY HISTORY 


Arthur County has been un- 
der the flag of three different 
foreign countries at one time or 
another, finally coming into 
possession of the United States 
as part of the Louisiana Pur- 
chase in 1803. The price that 
the U.S. had to pay to France 
for Arthur County was about 
three cents per acre! 

After several changes, the 
territory of Nebraska came to 
include only it’s present area, 
and was admitted as a state on 
March 1, 1887. 

As the population increased 
and the need for local govern- 
ment became apparent’ the 
1886-1887 session of the legis- 
lature divided the Sand Hills 
into counties. Arthur County 
was named for one of our U SS. 
presidents, Chester A. Arthur, 
president from 1881 to 1885. 

It was also given it’s approxi- 
mate boundaries, containing 
20: townships, making Arthur 
County 4 townships long north 
and south and 5 townships wide 
east and west. Since a township 
is six miles square or contains 
36 square miles, this made Ar- 
thur County a tract of land 
containing 720 square miles 

But Arthur County didn’t or- 
ganize at that time. Arthur and 
McPherson counties came un- 
der the jurisdiction of Logan 
county and some of our early 
land records were first recorded 
in that county. 


Late in 1889, McPherson Co- 
unty became strong enough to 
support a county government, 
and so became fully organized. 
According to law, Arthur Co. 
came under it’s jurisdiction. 


In 1890 a census shows 91 
people in Arthur County and 
401 in McPherson County. By 
the next census in 1803, popul- 
tion gain showed only 25 
for a ten year period. New set- 
tlers would come in but usually 
left as soon as they could ac- 
quire title to their homesteads 
and get them sold.. Frospects 
for Arthur County seemed ra- 
ther discouraging at this time, 
so it was probably best that we 
‘belonged’ to McPherson Co. 


In. 1904 the “Kinkaid Act” 
marved the begining of a new 
era for this part of the fand 
Hills. Formerly homesteads 
consisted of 160 acres. Now a 
new law, introduced in congress 
by M. P. Kinkaid, granted each 
settler a full section of land. 
The country was quickly settled 
up under this new program and 
the increased population and 
and tax revenues quickly put 
schools and local government 
on a solid financial foundation. 
Ey 1910 the Arthur-McPherson 
Co. census jumped to 2470, from 
517 in 1900. 


A large section of Arthur Co. 
had been set aside as a forest 


reserve and it was. proposed 
that this reserve should be 
gradually planted to _ trees. 


However it was leased to a few 
of the larger ranchers at very 
nominal rates and a determin- 
ation to have it opened for set- 
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tlement, developed 
pioneers. 


By this time Arthur County 
had lost it’s distinction as a 
county, always being considered 
McPherson County with the 
county seat at Tryon. But with 
things looking brighter and 
definitely on the increase, agi- 
tation for the organization of 
“Arthur” County commenced. 
Many people believed that we 
were never really annexed to 
McPherson County at all. 


Also at this time there was 
agitation for the removal of the 
Co. seat from Tryon to Flats. 
people in Arthur County feeling 
the need for a more centrally 
located government. Eut Mc- 
Pherson County stubbornly re- 
fused and insisted on maintain- 
ing their centrally located 
County seat. 


among the 


COUNTY CRGANIZED 


Finally the need for separate 
counties and separate county 
seat towns was realized. Quot- 
ing from the Hustler (Arthur 
Counties first legal publication) 
March 13, 1913, a letter received 
from the ‘Graphic’--- “For the 
number of people and to dis- 
pens2 justice and liberty, would 
it not be best to make two 
counties and _ to 
County come back on the map! 
We believe that would be the 
fairest way out of it.” 

£o in 1912-1913 the legislature 
passed a second enabling act 
authorizing Arthur county to 
proceed with it’s organizaton. 

On June 7, 1913 Governor 
Morhead of Nebraska issued his 


ED elt 


let Arthur — 


SS 


appointments to the first coun- 


‘ty offcials of Arthur County. 


There were three commission- 
ers: John R. Hawkins of Hill- 
side, Osburn J. Marshall of 
Collins, and Fred A. Heath of 
Arthur. George F. Cullinan 
of Cullinan, Nebr. was appoint- 
ed County Clerk. 


The governor designated the 
south-west quarter of section 
34, Town 19 Range 38 for the 
temporary county seat of Ar- 
thur County. Here the county 
business was to be transacted 
until such a time as the voters 
at a special election should 
choose a permanent county 
seat. The commissioners met 
on the designated place on 
June 21, 1913 and organized and 
set up six precints, designating 
voting places in each, deter- 
mining boundaries and naming 
them. They were Lena pre- 
cinct, Edwards precinct, Braden 
precinct, Thune precinct, Mel- 
rose precinct and Prooking pre- 
cinct. Other business was to ap- 
point several temporary county 
officers. 


On June 21, 1913--51 years ago 
when the first county officers 
assembled on the site, a large 
herd of cattle was peacefully 
grazing on the present court 
house square, beside a little 
lake, which lay in vhe center of 
the valley. By noon a small 
number of people had gathered 
and enjoyed a picnic dinner 
which was no doubt the first 
meal ever served in the new 
town, | 


At this meeting plans were 
made for the coming election, 
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steps were taken to have the 
Co. Fair organization 
completed by August 14 and 
steps were taken to secure ad- 
ditional land south west of the 
townsite as the need developed. 

This quarter section, desig- 
nated by the governor as the 
townsite was with-drawn from 
Settlement and the county 
judge homesteaded and proved 
up on it for the county. Thus 
the town of Arthur come into 
existence. 

The first thing to be used for 
county headquarters on _ the 
new townsite was a covered 
wagon. Later a tent was put 
up and a fence was built a- 
round it to keep the cattle out. 
> Later yet, a homestead shack 
was..moved in and used for a 
court house and post office. 
In the year 1913 the town of 
Arthur was platted and the 
streets named. The north and 
south streets, from east to west, 
are Ash, Cedar, Elm, Main, 
Grove and Hickory. The east 
and west streets from north to 
south, are Twidwell, Staples 
Heath, Marshall and Cullinan; 
the latter being named for 
men who were early pioneers 
‘and were important in the 
founding of Arthur County. 


On August 12, 1913 the first 
election was held in the new 
county. The following officers 
were elected: County commis- 
sioners, M. G. Twidwell, F. A. 
Heath, and John R. Hawkins; 
county clerk, George Cullinan: 
county judge, O. D. Williams; 
.county treasurer, A. J. Staples: 
county supt., Minnie E. Crouse; 
county assessor, F. Stoddard; 
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county surveyor, C. J. Collins: 
county sheriff, T. C. Hecht; and 


county coroner, Carl Crouse. 
At this time precinct assessors 
and other’ precinct officers 


were elected. 

In th spring of 1914 M. G. 
Twidwell built a general store 
and it was the first business 
house erected in Arthur. Thi3 is 
the home of Edward Morrell 
at the present time. 

Several houses were moved 
in for homes. Cthers’ were 
built. Some people lived in tents. 
A restaurant, a hotel end a 
printing office soon became the 
nucleus of the town. And not 
the least of these being the 
new courthouse, which served 
the public for fifty years. 

On August 21, 1914, sealed 
bids were made for the erection 
of the new court house, a 23 by 
28 foot frame building. The 
ccmmissioners sold town lots 
to raise money to build the 
courthouse, a total cost of 
nine hundred _ dollars, and 
the »contract..went to A. -T. 
Geyer. This courthouse is still 
in fair condition and is stand- 
ing directly east of the present 
newly built one, and is now 
used as the Arthur County His- 
torical Society museum. 

So that by the time the 
building season of 1314 was 
over, quite a little village grac- 
ed the town site of Arthur. 
Thus did Arthur and Arthur 
County have their beginning. 


eit i eae ae al 
2 laxensy s Migd fowbiwT 
ied jetit edd egw Ho bos 
aT erntvA ai Betoory saves 
OM biewbe YO sip ost 
_ gireid Hagewig add Jc. 
im stow eoaddd leieve? 
r esaniO  g@omod ai «at 
io ti besvil sigodd emo? shud — 
m2 isjon s&s J atoles: A 
amigsed dogs sollte gail ang 
birt ,awod 6dj to ayolona WT. eed Pt 
grtisd sao? YO isabel ci} -8 jliud oe 790s} s ‘baa qr "eae 
oe dolttw seuoritos won tyo wftieo od? qoed cf di Baga | 
2teoy Whi wot siidug ec2 doode bseateamod » Jay wdmed 
oz RHE TS JeeguA nO 8 xol been bite ai bevom.gaw 
s910 eid 11 Shawtt orew 2ebid goile feoq baa sevod s1u09 
£ se sewer Fiuod wed ori) io to mwot ad? fel tasy sil) al 
opiblind omteyvi goo! 88 | gf} boas betsiq esw awweidtA 
uwet Blee ayemoieeinmnios | bas diwon sit bemen deo 
bind of yoromt g2int of  jeaw of daeo mot 2iootte nines > 
oo «(lsict 8, gewinves wxsisM us gehsD. deA ete 4) 
aielioh Borboirt oni fase eT .yrogolHl bane syor) .., 
A of iogsw Joerivoo 98! =o} Aiton mort atostse Jdzew bets 
si emyodiiuds BF .19\(0D acigata llewhiwT, 918 
Je at bne moltibres ist af | jmeniliv> bas Uedeiaw dd tn 
gig stl} 10 tego Yitoorth al | aY penned gaded sedtel ) 
ai bRe eho Hind ylwen arsacsoig vines, sw ow Di ae 
wu? suddtA otf es beew | off oi Inahogmi stew bag 
fausevim Ysieoe iavirot } Aeem09 wiittA Yo gal 
sit ont yd tent 028 
Sl io mgesse yoibiind 
eg sgeilly WT & stip .tev0 
4 $0 site mwod any bo 
"& bas wiiaA bib evi? 
imaged tieds oved YWaucd 


THEN, 1913 --- NOW 1962 


Every section of land in the 
county was homesteaded with 
the exception of school sections. 
With a family on every section 
the county had a sizable pop- 
ulation at one time. However 
many people sold out and mov- 
ed away as soon as they proved 
up on their homesteads, (lived 
there a year and built a house). 

Never the less many of these 
ceople had a genuine progress- 
ive svirit and the little clumps 
of trees here snd there still 
mark the spot where some 
brave pioneer battled the elem- 
ents to grow a litt'e shade and 
make life a little niore pleasant 
for himself. 

Arthvr County is strictly cat- 
tle country now and always has 
keen but the pioneer didn’t 
realize it. The soil is too sandy 
for farming as the homesteader 
eventually learned through ex- 
perience. The evidence is over 
the country where you_ see 
grassed over fields and blow- 
outs, the remains of some ones 
corn fields. . 

Many homesteaders hadn’t 
planned to stay in the first 
place and many just couldn’t 
make both ends meet even by 
sacrifice and hard work and so 
were forced to leave. Thus 
Many small homesteads were 
acquired by large land holders 
who visualized a perfect cattle 
country. Now mostly back into 
grass again the ranches are 
quite large, the average being 
about 32C0O acres. The Meyers 
Land and Cattle Co. probably 
takes up some  50,C00_ acres. 


Other sizable ranchers are H. D. 
Lawler, Chas, N. Deaver, Mill- 


dale Land and Cattle Co., Mrs. 


Florence Huffman, Circle C 
Land and Cattle Co., Wilson 
Land and Cattle Co., Haythorn 


Land and Cattle Co.and Pe- 
terson Prothers Ranch as well 
as several other smaller ones. 

To sum it up, the country 
itself doesn’t look much differ- 
ent than it did 50 years ago. 
There are fewer but much bet- 
ter and more comfortable 
homes now due to many fact- 
ors, the main one electrifica- 
tion. Sf 
Electricity became a general 
thing over the county and in 
the town of Arthur about the 
year 1951. Furnished by the 
Panhandle Rural Electric Assn. 
of Alliance, electric power could 
now be used to run all kinds of 
electric applinace as well as to 
light the homes. 

Of great tenefit to the people 
of Arthur County is the tele- 
phone service that we now 
have. The Arthur County Co-op 
Telephone Co. was organized in 
1952, connecting nearly everyone 
in the county, also connecting 
them with the outside world. 

Fifty years ago there were no 
well defined trails over the 
plains, the deep ruts so visible 
yet today were made DURING 
the last 50 years. 


However we now have two 
state highways. They are No 61 
running north and south which 
connects us with Ogallala and 
Hyannis, and No. 92 running 
east and west between Tryon 
and Arthur. The county com- 
menced its Rural road program 
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in 1958. Thirty miles of oil road 


were made that year. In 1980. 
12 miles were added. Since then 
sevral communities have con- 
structed narrow gravel roads 
from the main highways for 
their own convenience. Of 
course some roads are still Sand 
Hill trails,(two ruts worn bare 
by many car wheels) We have 
no railroads nor rivers in the 
county. 

Arthur County has four well 
established churches, three be- 
ing located in the village of 
Arthur. They are the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church, built in 1928 
and constructed of baled hay. 
This church building is one of 
our greatest tourist attractions 


in Arthur. There is also the 
small white chapel of the 
United feventh Day BErethern. 


Just east of the court house 
Square stancs the Arthur Bap- 
tist church. Then, in the east 
part of the county, in the Cen- 
ter Valley Community, there 
is also a Baptist Church. 
Formal education was impor- 
tant to the early settlers and in 
developing schools, Arthur Co 


people were not backward. The. | 


first public school was estab- 
lished in 1891 in the extreme 
northeast corner of the county 
The first teacher was Miss Lena 
Keyes and this school is still 
Opening its doors today. It is 
known now as the “Huffman”. 
the “Kramer” or the “Able” 
school. 


In the early 8C’s, the Aufden- 
gartens established a school of 
their own, paying the teacher 
themselves, but it soon became 
a regular school district. Then 


-———————— 


it later divided into two dis- 
tricts, No. 33, called the Auf- 
dengarten school and No. 12 
called the Center Valley €chool. 


The first Arthur grade school 
was known as the “Knowledge 
Pox” with Alma Crouse as the 
teacher. 

Our rural school attendance 
is around 130 children and 
there are twelve rural schools 
over the county. There is a well 
organized association of Arthur 
county rural teachers in the 
county. 


About the same year, 1914, 
the Arthur Co. High £chool 
had its first year of school with 
Jerry Kramer, Olive Marshall. 
Marie Sibal and Andy Staples 
as members of the freshman 
Class. Now the Co. High School 
has grown to an enrollment of 
akout 50 pupils and 6 teachers. 
Classes are held in the neat 
modern brick building in the 
south east corner of town. 


On November 1960 the pro- 
position was put to the voters 
of the county for a $53,000 bond 
issue, for a new court house. 
jail and library. The issue pass- 
ed by a 68% vote and work was 
commenced in June 1931 by E. 
Charles Roebacker. On Dec. 39 
1961 the county officials moved 
into their new brick building. 
which has the distinction of 
being Nektraska’s first electric- 


‘ally heated court house. 


The court house built in 1913 
and known as the smallest in 
the U. S. , now houses import- 
ant documents and articles of 
historic interest and is known 
as the museum of the Arthur 
County Historical Society. 
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The present county officials 
are Joe Monhart, Co. Treasurer, 
elected in 1934, Wilton Dorris, 
Co. Clerk, elected in 1952, who 
also serves as Assessor, Reg. of 
Deeds and Clerk of the Dist. 
Court. The Co. Supt. is Wilsie 
Cross, elected in 1955; Co. Judge 
Howard Hartman elected in 
1980, Co. Sheriff, O. M. McCollin 
elected in 1958 and Co. Attorney 
Tom Shanahan, appointed. 
Lawrence Enfield 1950, R. H. 
Hartman 1953, and Donald 
Thompson 1956 serve as county 
commissioners. 

Other officers are Marie Af- 
fleck, appointed, Welfare Di- 
rector: Fred €chmit, Ogallala, 
Co. Agent and G. J. Hancock, 
Ogallala, Veteran’s Advisor Mr. 
Lewis Webb, Cgallala, is our 
representative in the 39th 
Dist. in the Legislature and C. 
E. Peck, North Platte and John 
H. Kuns, Kimball, act as Dist. 
Judges for the 13th Dist. 

The village of Arthur, pop. 
170, and the only town in the 
county, was incorporated in 
1945. The board members are: 
Chairman, Jean Cross; £ec.- 
Treas. Joe Monhart; Harlan 
Walz, Kenneth Staples and Mrs. 
Arietta: Yates. 

Arthur has a large group of 
progressive business men_ be- 
Sides ranchers. The village of 
Arthur boasts of two general 
stores, one owned by Edward 
Morrell and the other by his 
brother, Noble Morrell, who also 
owns and operates a meat 
processing plant and _ frozen 
food locker. 

There are two garages, the 
Arthur Garage owned and 
Operated by Ralph. Wooters and 


| 
| 


the South Garage owned and 
operated by Ray Kramer who 
also runs an International Har- 
vester Implement Co. 

The J. A. McDonalds own and 
Operate a cafe and Mr. Don 
Lemmert owns and operates a 
pool hall. Robert Crouse owns 
and operates the Arthur Enter- 
prise, a weekly publication and 
the only news paper printed in 
the county. The county also has 
two full time water - well drill- 
ers, Keith Soper and Dan 
Crouse, water for catle being of 
great importance to ranchers. 

Perry and Bill Trenary oper- 
ate an immense turkey farm 
just west of the village limits, 
20,000 turkeys being considered 
an average sized flock. 

Several people do custom 
painting, while several men do 
carpenter work and masonry. 

The Staples Construction Co. 
with headquarters in Arthur 
has done haying and seeding 
in road construction work and 
the custom sodding of lawns 
for many years. The Swanson 
Sale Earn, owned and operated 
by Hank Swanson is a busy 
place in the fall months. Spec’s 
Propane Service owned and op- 
erated by Spec Aufdengarten 
keeps the town and surround- 
ing area supplied with propane. 

This has been a short history 
of Arthur County and the town 
of Arthur and its people. The 
people who live in Arthur Co. 
love it and think that it is the 
best place in the world ‘to call 
home. 

The officials at the county 
court house are very accomo- 
dating and are always glad to 
give any further information. 
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MAIN STREET IN ARTHUR — As it appears to ye pana to 
the North, 
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BALED HAY CHURCH — One of Arthur’s most famous land- 
marks — The only church of its kind in the United States. It 
was featured in “Ripley’s Believe It or Not.’ — Built of baled 
hay and plastered inside and out. It is used regularly every 
week for the services of the Pilgrim Holiness Church. 
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For many years many people have been asking quertiens 
about Arthur County Nebraska and its origin, also abcut its 
annexation to McPherson County and its ultimate organization. 
This little book is designed to answer these questions and bring to 
mind other interesting facts of its history. 

Only those who have labored to make this bock pessible can 
realize its inadequacy and the need for further research. 

Arthur County Nebraska has a glorious past and we believe a 
glorious future and so we Tne Arthur Entcrsrise and The 
Arthur County Historical Society dedicate this little book to ell 
interested friends of the county with the hcpe that it may be an 
inspiration to further study and to continued efforts in the 
upbuilding of the county. 
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2 ARTHUR COUNTY HISTORY 


Indian Times and the Traders 


The beginning of history in ali of the great nations, both ancient 
and modern, is clothed with a great cloud of mystery through 
which we of today can see only faintly. This legendary history 
does give us some idea of the primitive conditions preceding the 
age of written history and preserved records. Arthur County has a 
legendary history dating back many thousand of years. The vast 
amount of relics left by the Indians in every part of this county is 
convincing evidence of their great numbers and their long 
continued sojourn here. The battle axe, the stone hammer, 
the iarge stone arrow head for buffalo hunting and the tiny 
one for fisa shootiaz so2a's eloqueantl; of Indian life and pur- 
suits. The broken stone chips, the scraping stones, the food mor- 
tars and the stone needles tell us of the camp and its hard labor. 

In 1492 Christopher Columbus discovered America and one 
Eurorean nation after another claimed the territory of which Ar- 
thur County is a part. In 1803 the United States of America in 
fulfillment of its great destiny, became the owner of the great 
Louisiana territory which included this county. For some years 
efier that iime the Indians living here were not aware of that 
claim or even of the existence of such a government. 

Probably srior to that time, traders and trappers of Spanish or 
French crigin hed found their way here in the development ot 
their business. O!d Spanish and French records of such trips 
through this section of the country have been found. 

Shortly after the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1804-1807, the 
purchase of Arthur County furs and hides consisting of wolf, coy- 
ote, muskrat, buffalo etc., became a routine matter of business. 
The Indians weleomed these men to their midst and rejoiced over 
their coming. They took their furs to the stations established at 
various stategic points, trading them for what the white man had 
to offer. Some of these early white traders doubtless came into 
Arthur County territory with their Indian friends and some 
married Indian girls. A few graves have been found wnhich, those 
who claim to know tell us, were the graves of white men buried 
by Indian friends. No records of these early white American so- 
journers here have been found but evidence of their presence is 
not lacking. 
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ARTHUR COUNTY HISTORY — 3 
The Mormon Trek 


Commencing with the late forties of the last century the Mor- 
mon trek to Utah was under way and each year thousands of set- 
tlers of that faith passed within an easy hours horse back ride of 
the south west corner of this county. It would be strange indeed 
if their huntsmen had not found their way to our hills and valleys. 
The death rate in this mivration was heavy and when possible the 
deceased were often buried back from the line of march so that 
their losses might not be definitly known to either friend or foe. 
Graves of this type are reportel to haye been found in our county. 

It. was a Mormon practice instituted by that great business man 
Brigham Young, to slip back from tke traveled high way a few 
miles in the spring time and put in a sod crop with the hone that 
"it would not be molested by Indians or buffalo, thus prcviding 
sustenance for the travelers who came later in the year. Occasion- 
ally members of these Mormon caravans would lose faith 
in their leadership and stop on the route or go back east. A lot of 
the early townsof Nebraska were established by Mormon apostates. 
Some of them may have drifted up into the valleys of Arthur Co. 
for a vear or two. At any rate indications of white men’s cultiva- 
tion, found by early permanent settlers here, is evidenee of hap- 
penings of which no records are available. 


Pioneer Trails 


About this time the U. S, army in pursuit of its work of protect- 
ing settlers and driving out the Indians made frequent raids 
in the sandhills and by 1876 the Indian was pretty definitely gone 
from this part of the state. Back in those early times sixty to 
seventy years ago while the foundaticns of this great inland 
empire was in the making, men dreamed, great dreams of future 
developments and laid plans for their accomplishment. 

Considerable traffic from the Platte Valley to the Deadwood 
South Dakoto country had arisen and numerous routes for per- 
manent travel were proposed. In 1873 Col. Mills of the army scout- 
ed through the Birdwood country and on to the North West but did 
not like the Icoks of things. A little later in 1876 the army made 
two definite surveys through the san:lhills seeking a good route. , 
One of these surveyed routes passed through the west part of 
McPherson County and the other followed up the Blue Creek val- 
ley in Garden Countv. Surveys of this kind were made for the 
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purpose of centering in the best place the various trails in use by 
travelers. However these two proposed highways never got past 
the survey stage. The building of the Burlington R. R. to the 
north of us made them unneccessary. 

It was along these early trails that the army proposed to center 
by its survey that the first settlers came into ‘‘the lake country’’ 
of North Mast Arthur County, North West \:cPherson County and 
on into Grant County long before it was laid out in counties. John 
Bratt commenced to shove his cattle and camps up this way in 
1874. Two years later Buffalo Bill andthe North Brothers estab- 
lished their headquarters in North West McPherson County with 
their range extending into this county. 

John Bratt was interested in the country around Sunny Side. 
Lightning Valley, Three Mile, Baldy Valley, Brown Lake, Mill 
Camp, Swan Lake, in fact all the eastern half of Arthur County 
with large portions of Grant, Hooker and MePherson Counties 
and extending south to the river. 

Bratt, an English boy came to the United States during the 
Civil War and after seyeral years experience in Chicago and in 
reconstruction work in thedeep South came to Nebr. as a freighter 
and here with the assistance of financial partners established his 
great ranch. According to his book, ‘Trails of Yesterday’’ he was 
a man of high charaeter, a believer in the church and its great 
mission, even trying to influence his ranch hands in the better 
way. He wasn’t even a user of booze or tobacco and only under 
great provocation would use profanity. 

He was Arthur county’s first and largest cattle operator and 
spent much of his time here, but his home was in the valley. In- 
terested in the welfare of his men, he advised them to pick out 
homesteads and get into business here for themselves and some of 
them did that very thing. After his retirement and the withdrawal 
of the other large outfits ranging here, permanent settlers began 
coming in and commenced to build ranches from the ground up. 


Counties Established 


As the population increased the need of local government be- 
came apparent and the 18x6-87 session of the Legislature divided 
the sand hills into counties. Arthur County was given its present 
name and approximately its present buondaries. This was not 2 
blind move or a guess on the part of that august body. Among its 
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members were men well acquainted with this part of the state and 
we beleive they acted wisely in setting aside these 20 townships as - 
a county. Arthur and McPherson did not organize at that time and 
so came under the jurisdiction of Logan County. Some of our early 
land records were first revorded in that county. Late in 1889 
McPherson County dccided it was strong enough to support 2 
county government and became fully organized, and according to 
law we came under its jurisdiction. The 1890 census reported 91 
people in Arthur County and 401 in McPherson County. The 
development of both counties was drastically checked by the great 
depression of those times. In 1900 the combined population was 
only 517, a gain of only 25. New settlers were coming in all the 
time but. usually left as soon as they could acquire title to their 
homestead and get it sold. With such a small population and such 
discouraging times it is not strange that no one objected when in 
1892 the so called annexation to McPherson County took place. 

However there was some progress. Early settlers in the extreme 
northeastern part of the county established the county’s first pub- 
lic school in 1891. At first its financial support was small and the 
school year very short. This school has continued to the present and 
is one of the best in the county. It has been frequently spoken of 
as the ‘‘Stoddard’’, ‘‘Huffman’’, ‘‘Kramer’’ or ‘‘Abel’’ school. A 
Miss Lena Keyes was the first teacher; and our first post office, 
Lena, established «a little later, was named in her honor, she being 
its first postmaster. : 

It is not our purpose in this place to make individual mention of 
the fine families who permanently settled here in the 80’s and 90’s 
but just to mention that regardless of the small population, that 
back there in the 90’s we had a regular community life here, 
with schools functioning and marriages, births and deaths taking 
place. A store at Lena took care of the needs of the settlers and 
another is said to have flourished in Lightning Valley for a time 
but must not be confused with the famous Read store and 
postoffice which came many years later. Officers of the law and 
heralds of the gospel found their way here at that time. 

In 1904 the, ‘‘Kinkaid Act’’ marked the begining of a new era 
for this part of the state. Formerly homesteads here consisted of 
160 acres. A law introduced in Congress by the Hon. M.P. Kinkaid 
granted each settler a full section of land. The country was quick- 
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ly settled up under this new program, and the increased population 
and tax revenues quickly put the schools and local government on 
a solid financial foundation. In 1910 the population of Arthur-Mc- 
Pherson County was 2470. By this time thestatus of Arthur Coun- 
ty had been forgotten, and it was taken for granted that it had 
been leeally annexed to McPherson County. But the county seat 
removal fight of early Kinkaid days in the effort to move the coun- 
ty seat from Tryon to Flats, brought up the question of the legality 
of its annexation to McPherson County. 


First Public Discussion of Organization. 


At a meeting of the McPherson Co. Progressive Association held 
at.the Cullinan P.O. and store on March 22, 1911, this matter was 
publicly discussed for the first time. ‘‘Chairman Phillips stated 
that there was considerable discussion going on in regard to the 
Status of that part of the county tormerly known as Arthur Coun- 
. ty, that some claim that Arthur County was never legally united 
to McPherson County, thatthe vote cast in Arthur County was 2-1 
_ against union, consequently the union would aot be legal, but it 
seenis they were united anyway. Mr. Philips suggested the appoint- 
Ing of an investigative committee to look this matter up. After 
considerable discussion this was done. A collection was taken up 
_to pay their expenses.’’ The Hustler, March 31, 1911. 


The agitation for the organization of Arthur County continued. 
and in 1912-1913 the Legislature passed a second enabling act auth- 
- oYizing this county vo proces with jis organization. and in. the 
- latter year Arthur Co. was fully organized as provided by law. 
A large section of Arthur County had been set aside as a forest 
reserve, and it was proposed that this reserve should be gradually 
‘planted to trees. However it was leased to a few of the larger 
ranches at very nominal rates, and a determination to have it opened 
for settlement, developed among the settlers. The Hustler, now 
The Enterprise, was established in 1911 to represent these pro- 
gressive ambitions of the kinkaiders and early settlers. 

Nineteen hundred and thirteen(1913) will always be remembered 
as the great year in our history. Four greatevents hapnened 
that year: lst the great blizzard in March, when dead cattle from 
the great ranches were piled several deep in drifts; 2nd, the resur- 
vey which had become necessary on account of the decay and ob- 
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iteration of the early landmarks; 3rd, the opening of the reserve: 
4th, the organization of the county. Looking back to those 
years the writer can well remember the spirit of seriousness that 
possessed our population, and when twoor three came together, 
such subjects as The Resurvey, Opening of the Reserve and The 
Status of the County, became the subject of conversation. The 
people lived as in a vision of big things to come! And big things 
did come!! Public meetings, very largely attended, were held in 
school houses and stores and under the canopy of our blue heavens. 
The people were largely united and their numerous petitions to 
our representatives and state and national leaders impressed the 
men to whom they were sent. With a dazzling swiftness that left 
the people breathless in their exultation, the victory was realized 
on all three at the same time. Two minor events of that year were 
the establishment of the Arthur P. O. and the organization and 
holding of the first county fair. 


ECHOES 


Arthur County has been following false gods and Jack o lantern 
hopes too long. Co. Seat Removal is alright, but when we see that 
we havent even agambler’s chance of moving it, what’s the use of 
yelling our throats hoarse? Even with the reserve opened we 
-couldn’t do it. And if we should get the requisite vote, the vote of 
Arthur County would be thrown out as illegal. Why not throw 
away these impossible hopes and take after some we can accum- 
mini, sueh as the cvvanization ol ime county. Hustier, Apriid 1912 

‘‘Arthur County to come back on map with a big A’’ was the 
heading of a Lincoln dispatch published a few days ago in all the 
dailies. Since 1886 our statues have listed Arthur as one of our 
Counties. Arthur not having a population large enough tv 
enable them to organize at that time____fell under the jurisdiction 
of McPherson County.______ Arthur disaneared from the map. Its 
existence was unknown even toits own people. People suppesed 
the paragraph in the law describing it was obsolete. The awaken- 
_ ing came three years ago. | 

The action of the state legislature now in session in continuing 
to earry the Arthur County name and boundaries in the new re- 
vised statutes after the agitation of recent years is ‘very signifi 
eant. giving rise to the newspaper heading at the beginning of 
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this item. The legislature has spoken plainly. In view of that fact 
we believe our governor will give this matter favorable attention 
as soon as he is requested to. Its up to the committee appointed 
last summer to get together and push this matter. Hustler 2-20-13 


In our issue of two weeks ago we mentioned the marked im- 
provement in the Tryon Graphic and called attention to its efforts 
to boost the county.metropolis, and warned our loyal ‘‘West End’’ 
to keep an eye on that ambitious little city. 

To our surprise and delight the Graphic in answer to this comes 
out squarely for county divis:on and urges the building of respect- 
able courthouses in each. With these sentiments The Hustler 
heartily agrees having been in favor of division for some time as 
the best way out of our troubles. We are glad tohave The Graphic 
with us in our fight for a square deal for the people of oth ends 
of the county. 


The Graphic said, ‘‘You are off on the wrong foot, Brother. 
There is no desire on the part of any one in the Gemof the Prairie 
_ to boost the city at the expense ofthe county. Her people are gen- 
-erous to a fault and are willing to do the right thing at all times. 
It would hardly be fair to move the county seat at this time any 
farther west, for then it would make it inconvenient for the people 
in the east end as it now is for those in the west. For the conven- 
lence of the greatest number of people and to dispense justice and 
liberty would it not be best to make two counties and let Arthur 
County come back on the map. We believe that would be the fair- 
est way out of it.”” Hustler: March, 13, 1913 
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EVERYTHING NOW SETTLED. APPOINTMENT OF OFFI- 

CERS HERE BY END OF WEEK, Appointed officers must call — 

election at once to elect officers and choose County Seat. 
Continued to page 17 
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1918 photo of the Bernard Aufdengarten home and family, 
one of the very earliest pioneer famlies of Arthur County. 
This home was built after thirty years of pioneering in 
sod dwellings. The place is now a part of the Lute holdings 
and the house is occupied by Jerry Kramer, ranch manager 
and family. It is about 12 miles northeast of Arthur and is 
still known far and wideas “‘the Old Aufdengarten place.’’ - 


For many years the Platte Valley had been a mighty high- 
way, travelled by a host of people with destinations far beyond the 
bounds of old Nebraska or its rolling range land hills. Oregon, 
Utah, California, these were the goals they sought and little at- 
tention was paid to the range country, north of the Platte. 

About 1876 when the Indians were settled upon reservations 
a few large cattle companies took possession of the sandhills and 
brought in vast herds of cattle from Texas or elsewhere; but blizz- 
zards, poor prices, dissentions and poor management £oon broke 
most of them up. They were succeeded by men who came for the 
purpose of building homes for themselyes. 

Among these was Charles Wesley Keys who in 1885 left the 
beaten trail at ©’fallons Station, then located near where Sv" >er- 
land now stands, and headed for Arthur County. Mr. Keys caine 
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by ox team bringing his family with him. He homesteaded in what 
was then called Box Spring Valley and just a little east of where 
Ed Frye now lives. His two sons James Milton and Geo. Allen 
Keys also filed on 160 acre homesteads at that time. Their places 
are now a part of the Haythorn ranch. 

At that time there were very few people living in Arthur 
County. B. Aufdengarten and E. P. Myers were in a ranching 


partnership at White Deer Lake, now known as “‘the old Aufden- . 


garten place.’’ Fred Stuckey lived at Baldy Valley, W. Brookyn 
at Three Mile Lake and Geo, Potter at Mill Camp. Gradually a few 


others moved in. In 1890 the Indian scare sent the women and 


children scurrying to North Platte and Ogallala for protection. 
Most of the men accompanied them. Only a few of the Indians got 
as far south as Arthur. Whenthey were driven back, the settlers 
moved in again. The Indians were responsible for many of the 
prairie fires we had in the early days as they would set out fires 
to driye the game ahead of them and to bunch it more. 

There were lots of elk, deer, antelope, grouse and chickess 
by the thousanas, also ducks, a few buffalo and of course lots of 
big gray wolves. People got their mail at Ogallala and the only 
roads were cow trails. Life had had its attractions however and 
the settlers often got together for social intercourse. 


Young people were interested in each other and Bernard 
Aufdengarten is reported to have kept the trail hot between White 
Deer Lake and Box Springs. Soon heand the Keys girl, Miss Lot- 
tie were married and their son Charley, born about 50 years ago is 
one of the first white children born in Arthur County. The 
Aufdengarten’s stablished one of the best ranches in the county. 
They raised a fine family and were active in the community life. 
They now live in Wyoming. In the early 90’s they started 
a school in their own home, paying the teacher themselves. This 
school soon became a regular district school but when the Kinkaid- 
ers came in, it was divided into two districts, viz Dist. 12 some- 
time called the Center Valley School and Dist. 33 which was known 
-as the Aufdengarten School. 
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From right to left Osburn J. Marshall, Geo. F. Cullinan, Fred A Heath and 
J. R. Hawkins, first official family of Arthur Ccunty. Appointed by Governor. 


; COMMISSIONERS RECORD 

Whereas, the Governor of the State of Nebraska has issued an 
appointment to Fred A. Heath of Carman Nebr., John R. Hawkins 
of Hillside Nebr., and Csburn J. Marshall of Collins Nebr.. to act 
as special County Commissioners within and for Arthur County, 
also an appointmert to George F. Cullinan of Cullinan Nebraska 
to act as special County Clerk within and for Arthur County. all to 
serve until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Whereas the Governor has designated the south west quarter of 
Section 34, township nineteen, range thirty eight as the temporary 
county seat. ta 

The board of eounty commissioners organized by meeting onthe 
south west quarter of section thirty four, township nineteen range 
thirty eight in Arthur County, June 21st, 1913. Osburn J. Marshall 
was duly elected chairman of said county board whereupon it was 
moved by Heath and seconded by Hawkins that said Arthur Ccunty 
be divided into six precincts as follows:-Hustler, June 23. 227° 

The precincts were bounded and named as follows, Len: . | 
ward, Braden, Melrose, Thune and Brooking, Three commmissivic: 
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districts were established and an election for a full set of eounty 
and precinct officers was called for August 12, the clerk being 
instructed to make all neccessary arrangements, 


‘ County Clerk makes long trip on County biz 

The Special County Clerk George F. Cullinan made us a visit 
after we had gone to press Wednesday for the early 4th of 
July edition. He came to tell us that the precinct voting places 
had all been selected, as he had made a trip to Melrose and Braden 
precincts for that purpose last week. He reported that with the 
exception of one or two, he had talked with, all seemed delighted 
with the county reorganization and ‘“‘wished on it’’ all kinds of 
success. The people generally seemed pleased with the action of 
the Board in cutting the county into smaller precincts, as it made 
it convenient for all to yote, whereas before it took a whole day 
and a long hard drive. 

He reported that the crops looked fine all along the trip, but 
that the west siders stuff was seemingly further advanced than on 
this side. Mr. Cullinan__saw some grand alfalfa on this trip. He 
thought that thousands of acres both in the reserve and out of the 
reserve will some day be growing this valuable plant as successfully. 

On the place of D.D. Williams going into Braden there is a lane 
at least a half mile long witha row of trees on either side. In the 
new city let us have some lover’s lanes or shady lanes any how. 
This lane made our clerk think he had struck the Iowa border. 

Braden is a busy thriving little place like Read or Flats. M.G. 
Twidwell runs the store there and seems to be doing a nice busi- 
ness. From Braden he made directly across the Reserve and home. 
This is the last grand west in the state of Nebraska. It reminded 
him of the song; “‘Dear were her charms to me, Dearer her laugh- 
ter free.”’ The ery of the ecoyotte still rings out, loud and 
clear and unhindered, as wild and free as the winds. Buta short 
time and VonBrommel with his Katrina Van Tassel will be emi- 
grating to the fertile valleys of Arthur County’s Reserve lands 
with their itinerary of pots and pans, horses, cows and chickens 
-and the delicious odor of fried bacon and fried spuds amid the 
smoke of some soddy will meet us as we ride across the valley. 

Hustler July 10, 1913 
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In Arthur July 21 1913 


Monday the Editor stole away from the cares and perplexities 
connected with the publication of this great journal and went to 
the new county seat. 

After reaching Read, we traveled almost due west up the famous 
Lightning Valley for about 5 miles until we reached the Hecht 
place ,where the road turns south west, a mile and a half bringing 
us tothe cite of the future city, a beautiful valley consisting of 
about 150 acres of smooth land all being in the town limits of 160 
acres. There are a number of valleys connected with this one 
making it easy to reach from all parts of the county. 

One very small lake lies serenely hidden in the bosom of the 
valley. The expenditure of a little money will easily convert this 
body of water into a paradise for summer bathers and winter 
skaters. The bulk of the valley is within 10 feet of the water level. 

The townsite had not yet been fenced and the day we were there 
a large herd of cattle were grazing on the court house square. 

By noon a small number of people had gathered and through the 
kindness of Mrs. A. M. Rownd we were invited to partake of a 
picnie dinner which we understand was the first meal ever served 
in the new town. 

About one o’cloek the crowd came rolling in to the number of 
fifty or more. The commissioners attended to a little business 
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connected with the coming election and a few other matters. 
Mr. Geo. F. Cullinan, Special County Clerk, seems well qualified 
for the duties of che office and has the business of the county well 
in hand. iis records are all kept in a neat and business like manner. 

The Democratie County Central Committee also held a meeting. 
The situation was talked over and plans laid for conducting the 
campaign. 

The preliminary steps were taken towards organizing an Arthur 
County Fair. A complete organization will be effected on Aug. 14. 
. Carl C. Crouse was elected treasurer and A. J. Lee Sec’y to serve 

until that time. The Ass’n will have a capital of $1000. 

A move wasalso started for the purpose of securing an addition- 
. al half section of land lying south west of the townsite. Hitchcock 
; and Kinkaid have been asked to help in this matter. This land will 
| also be ayailable tor private use. 

We arrived home that evening about 10 o’clock wonderfully 
pleased with the country we had traveled over and well satisfied 
in our own mind that the center will make a very good location 

‘for our permanent county seat. The Hustler 
Cy. Bee see 

The center of the county however, was not destined to become 
-the.county seat without a fight. People living in the eastern part 
-of the county got to thinking that it would be only right and proper 
‘to place the county seat somewhere near the center of population 
“where it would be convenient for thecld settlers. Jonah Valley, sec- 
-tion 14, township 18, range 37, about 10 miles east of the center 
- was the spot chosen. The people east of the Reserve were almost 

solid for Jonah Valley with the exception of those living north of 
Lightning Valley. The strip to the south and west was solid for the 
-center and that location won by a small vote. 


Nominating Conventions at Read 


Following the meeting of the Tempcrary County Commissioners 
on June 21, local leaders of the three main political parties called 
‘eounty conventions for the purpose of nominating candidates for 
the various offices to be filled. I*or convenience they set the same 
-time and place, July 14, at Read. From the record of the time we 
quote, ‘‘Convenition day at Read Monday, couldn’t be beat for fine 
‘weather. About 500 people were present, half being voters. The 
day was spent in visiting and in political scheming and wire pulling 
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until shortly after noon, when the conventions assembled. The 
Progressives fizzled out being largely captured by the Rerublicars - 
altho raany joined the Democrats. ___-_ There were lots of Socialists 
and others there who did not take any part in the conventions. ____ 

The Progressive convention was called to order at Read at 12.40 
W. Roy Yarnall being elected President and O. J. Marshall secre- 
tary. Republicans being in evidence a vote was taken, showing 
that the progressives were in the majority but it was decided to 
nominate a fusion ticket. ____ By this time the republicans had be- 
come so strong that when a name for this fused ticket came up, it 
was after some discussion decided to callit Republican. It is said 
when the news reached Teddy, he jumped straight up, raging and 
foaming at the mouth and tearing the hair in handfuls from his 
hiad. No wonder, for the bulk of his followers in this county who 
hi: d last fall with high hopes and noble endeavor left the ranks of 
the G. O. P. proclaiming that never again would they support such 
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a corrupt and graft laden party, quietly accepted their defeat. -- 
and with scarcely a blush or an apology are now back in the old 
wallow as of yore. _ ___The nominations were: 
Del Cole, Clerk A.J. Staples, Treasurer 0.J. Marshall, Judge 
W. R. Yarnall, Co. Supt: C. G. Jewett, Coroner C. E. Feikert, 
Sheriff E. F. Stoddard, Assessor. For Commissioners, Wm 
Reichenberg Sr., N. E. Dist. M. G. Twidwell, West End and 
David Wylie, S. E. Dist. _.. The Republicans didn’t adopt a 
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platform. Precinct candidates were also nominated. 

The Democratic convention was organized by electing Chas. J. 
Collins chairman and W. I. Tillinghast secretary. F. A. Heath was 
nominated for Commissioner of the N. E. Dist., F. W. Swan for 
the West Hind and John R. Hawkins for the S. E. Dist., George F. 
Cullinan for Clerk, B. Aufdengarten for Treasurer, P. F. Reichen- 
berg for Sheriff and Carl Crouse for Coroner. A resolution was 
passed favoring the abolition of the survevorship; but C. H. Collins 
was nominated for the place. and W. I. Tillinghast reecived the 
nomination for Assessor under similar cireumstances. 

The Democrats did not nominate any one for Supt. or Judge as 
the law required that these candidates come on the ballot by reti- 
tion. Petitions were circulated for Minnie Crouse and QO. D. Will- 
lams. Petitions were later circulated for the Republican candiJates 
for tnese offices. T. C. Hecht who failed to rec2ive the D2mo-vatie 
nomination for Sheriff by 3 votes came out as an independent and 
so the stage was set for Arthur County’s first and perhars hardest 
fought campaign. At this time the automobile was just beginning 
to come into use and primitive modes of travel were used by all the 
candidates who made a house to house canvas. 


Results of first Election 

G. F. Cullinan, Clerk; A. J. Staples, Treasurer; O.D. Williams, 
Judge; TT. C. Hecht, Sheriff; Minnie Crouse, Superintendent; 
Fred Stoddard, Assessor; Chas Collins, Surveyor; Carl Crouse, 

Coronor; and the center won for county seat. 

Read: ashort an eventful history 

_ Read, the site of the conventions was established as a postoffice 
on the Kinkaid of Hugh Wilson. The store was started by Bill 
Haynes but was soon taken over by Mr. Wilson and his son-in-law 
Al Lee. All of Lightning Valley not previously homesteaded was 
eeupied | by Kinkaiders as well as the surrounding country and for 
about eight yeurs Read was the great community center, religious- 
ly, socially and politically of that part of the county. Politically it 
was the fatier and forerunner of Arthur and when the latter was 
built up in 1914, Read and all its glories were absorbed by the ncw 
county seat. Within a few years the nearby settlers sold cut to 
one or two oi the Jarge ranchesand sotoday all that is left of Read . 
isa memory, arickety old windmill and a tank in the midst of a 
patch of wind swept sand littered with the debris of its greatness. 
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ECHOES 
(Continued from page 8) 

Mondays mail arrived at Calora at 11:15 A. M. and brought the 
good news to The Hustler editor direct from Governor Mcoorhc:d 
that Arthur Co. was a settled fact. Sofar as we know this was 
the first authoritative word coming tothe county. By night the 
news had been heralded over a large part of the county, being re- 
ceived everywhere with rejoicing. at he wowg walt and 

Two petitions haye been sent in to the governor during the past 
five days. He will probably act on the one first received. The one 
sent in from Calora was on a blank sent out by the Governor. 
S. T. Loyd, F A. Heath and O.J.Marshall were recommended as 
temporary commissioners and Read as temporary county seat, None 
of these men are aware that their names have been so used. 

The other petition was sent in by the Read neighborhood recom- 
mending Ivan Crouse, Hayes and Knoeffler as temporary com- 
missioners and W.1.Tillinghast as clerk. This petition probably 
reached the Governor first. At any rate the appointments will be 
here by the end of the week. The chief duty of these temporary 
officers is to call an election te elect permanent officers and 
choose a site for county seat. 


Big Rally at Center Valley School House 

The citizens of Arthur County are surely patriotic. After work- 
ing hard all day a big crowd gathered at C.V. school house Monday 
evening to talk things over and to hear the latest news along the 
organization line. It was the most remarkable public gathering we 
ever attended. Notwithstanding the important issues now be- 
tore the county... everybody saw eye to eye. Taxes, assess- 
ors and economy in the new county were all discussed. Several 
changes in the boundaries of the county were suggested, one being 
that the disputed territory west of the Reserve be allowed to join 
Garden County as the revenue derived from there would be small 
and there would be no costly litigation to hold them. 

It was thought best that the County Seat should be located in 
the Reserve, thus enabling the county to exercise its homestead 
right and file on a section. It seems that those who have been 
studying this matter favor the nearest suitable point in the Reserve 
to the settled portion of the county. It is argued that as we the 
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people who live here must pay the taxes that it would only-be fair 
to place the county seat near us. This first location is not a mat- 
ter of vitalimportance for the rail road will soon be here. As 
yet no definite campaign for C. S. location is on. Hustler: 5-29-13 


So many petitions and letters were sent to the Governor that it 
put him in a quandry. Hearing that a public meeting had been 
called to meet at the Aufdengarten School House May 31 he noti- 
fied those who had corresponded with him that he would wait and 
accept its nominies. The meeting was held at the time and place 
appointed. F. A. Heath and Roy Yarnall were elected chairman 
and secretary. A large crowd of over 150 were present, 4 of whom 
were voters. For commissioners O.J. Marshall and J. R. Hawk- 
ins each receiving 32 votes and Fred Heath receiving 25 were elec- 
ted, Bernard Aufdengarten received 21 votes and Will Reichen- 
berg 20. For Clerk, George Cullinan received 19, Roy Yarnall 16 
and Will Tillinghast 13. There was a large seattering vote. _____ 

Everybody in Tryon is glad that Arthur County is pulling off for 
its self for the settlement of that affair means the end of the 
county seat remova! question, and the prospects for Tryons 
growth is greatly increased. Hustler, June 6 1913. 


The Legislature at the closing hour almost of the session conelud- 
ed thut this county was entirely too rich and great. Great enough 
really. Also rich enough to support two county seats and two sets 
of officers. And in their great wisdom (?) provideda plan for cut- 
ting the county in twain whether we wovld orno. And the thing is 
done. Two great conventions were held the same day at Read and 
and two party tickets were put in the field. The Democratic party 
seems to bein the ascendency while the Bull Moosers, although in 
the majority, were swallowed by the Republicans. The socalists con- 
cluded not to put a ticket in the field at this time as enough candi- 
dates or citizens could ont be found without annexing more terri- 
tory. There were no Prohibitionists in the county, yet there were 
-a number who were on the water wagon from compulsion that day 
at Read who vowed never to be caught in that kind of company 
acain. OL nieaus The next thing is results which we await with 
baited breath. ‘Flats News’’, Tryon Graphic. 
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Arthur County Court House 


The first board of Commissioners, Fred A. Heath, J. R. Hawk- 
ins end M. G. Twidwell immediately following their election 
found their hands tied by a lawsuit instituted by enemies of the 
county in an endeavor to have the work of organization declared 
null and void. Atter several months of litigation the Nebraska 
State Supreme Court decided that everything had been done 
according to law and authorized them to go ahead with the work 


. for which they had been chosen. See briefs of the Attorney 
General for 1914, pages 259 to 367. 


Then the work of organization was resumed with untrammeled 
vigor so that when the new settlers came into the reserve territory 
in the spring of 1914 they found an organized county and a budding 
county seat waiting to welcome them. Funds for the erection of a 
courthouse were secured by the sale of lots in the new townsite 
and by other means. Trees were planted on the court house 
square and the planting being successful it was not long until we 


had one of the most picturesque little court houses in the state. 
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Buffalo Bill‘s Home on the Range. 

Fall was casting its shadows of purple on the hills and valleys 
of an unsettled section of the Nebraska sandhills in 1877, when 
Buffalo Bill and Scout Lute North whose name isintertwined with 
that of the more distinguished frontiersman, turned their horses 
toward the upper reaches of the Dismal river and its headwaters 
inthe bubbling, clear springs which fed it. They hed completed 
their labors, they believed, of clearing the country of hostile sava- 
ges, They had chosen what they believed to be ideal country for 
‘aranch. They were ready to settle down, if those men clad in 
buckskin, armed with long rifles, and traveling upon strong, 
swift horses were ever ready to settle down. 

That summer among the many herds of Texas Longhorns that 
moved slowly northward over the old Abilene trail, tossing their 
headsin the air when the dust kicked up by pounding feet reveal- 
eda nearby waterhole or stream, was one bunch of 1,500 cattle 
which finally came to range on the thick, tall, lush grass of the 
Platte Valley near Ogallala. Bill Cody and Lute North, with North 
brother. purchased that herd and drove it to the site they had 
selected for their ranch--the site they had selected while scout- 
roving bands of Indians--while roving over all the great plains. 
They said, and they shouid know, that nowhere in America could 
it be surpassed as a cattle country. 

They operated their ranch there at the headwaters of the Dism- 
al for three vears, although it was too much to ask either Cody 
or North to stay put in a single spot for any extended length of 
time. One remained while the others rode--rode out into the sun- 
shine and the waving grass--out into the solitudes with their un- 
known adventures--out into the wide spaces where the silence was 
deep and unbroken save for the voice of an occasional wanderer 
or the native wild life of the plains. 

Buffalo Bill and Sute North, who knew these plains so well 
that even in the stygian darkness of night they could ride with 
uncanny sense of direction and location, said it was the greatest 
cattle country upon which man ever gazed. They ar: still saying - 
it, these descendants of the men and women of the frontier, and 
the few remaining survivors of that glamourous era. They are 
backing up their words with long trains of eattle cars, filled to 
capacity with sleek steers. J. E. Lawrence in “‘Lincoln Star.’’ 
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Pioneer has thrilling encounter with 
gray wolf | 
Story as told by his daughter, Mrs. Alma Hansen. 


Some fourty years ago the Soehl family settled in the sandhills 
of Nebraska, then a vast country inhabited only by wild nature 
with only a tew settlers here and there, living miles apart. Hard- 
ships were many, but they were a determined class of people, 


willing to sacrifice and battle through to success. 

Many interesting stories could be told ot their experiences with 
rattle snakes, gray wolves, coyotes etc. The wolves would make 
their calls when not expected yet no human lives were lost as the 
wolves had plenty to eat. They killed the cattle, especially the 
calves, taking their pick and only eating one meal from the kill 
thus leaving the balance to be cleaned -up by~the smaller 
animals such as coyotes, skunks-ete. : 


The gray wolf has a big streak of eat in his makeup 
and is bold and unafraid of humanity often making his appear- 
ance when least expected. On one occasion a rather large speci- 
men gave Mr. Anns Soehl, Paul Hansen’s grandfather a bad 
scare. Grandpa Soehl was out mowing in the hayfield when all of 
a sudden his team became frightened. He turned about to see 
what the trouble was and discovered the wolf, coming through 
the grass, close upon him. : Hs. & 

He was frightened, yet trying to be brave continued to mow 
not haying anything to defend himself with except a hammer and 
a wrench or two. The fierce old wolf kept coming closer and 
-closer. The faithful old team became more and more frightened 
yet did not run, only trembled at the sight. Grandpa could stand 
it no longer. As the animal advanced closer and closer he drew 
his reins up tight, stopping the team and walked around to the 
front of the horses, holding them tight by the bits. The wolf now 
laid down and rested a while and finally decided to move on: 
About that time Grandpa decided he had mowed enough hay for 
that day, mounted his mower and headed for home. Next day he 
went out again taking his” revolver be ge but the wolf was no 
where to be seen: 4" S"’ MRE 2 
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Headquarters, Valley Land & Cattle Company 
‘Photo by John Tilly, in 1908 


Here at the foot of Baldy Hill, H. B. Reed and ‘‘Cap’’ Haskell 
established their raneh which cccupied a very important place in 
the colorful history of early Arthur County. Hardtimes and legal 
complications had already ended the career of this famous ranch 
at the time this picture was taken. 

Prior to the establishment of the V.L. C., homesteaders had 
taken up much of the land in this and adjoining valleys as early 
as 1880 and many stories have been told of Indian trouble in those 
times. But it was white man trouble that was destined to give 
this valley a high place in the annals of local history for it was 
here within sight of the ranch buildings that the first known mur- 
der case in Arthur County took place in 1902. 

The principals in this tragedy were James Robinson and Elmer 
Thayer, employes of the V.L. C. Dame rumor says they were 
interested in the same girl. Smoldering hard feelings flamed into 
the open on a bright June morning when Robinson shot from the 
saddle and fatally wounded Thayer who was afoot and had no 
weapun but a pocket knife. When the case came to trial at Tryon 


the following June, Robinson, plead selt defense, but the jury 


found him guilty and he was sentenced to life imprisonment. In 
about nine years the Governor pardoned him. 
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BALLAD ON NEBRASKA FUEL 


Author unknown but was written over 50 years ago. 


How dear to the eyes in the land of Nebraska, 
Where coal cant be bought and wood isn’t found: 
Where ozone is fresh as it is in Alaska, 
Are the big piles of cow chips that lie on the ground- 
The fire-kindling cow chips, the hash-cooking cow ehips, 
-The coal-saving cow chips that’re scattered around. 


How ardent we seize it with eyes that are glowing, 
And say to ourselves that it cooks very well: | 
And then when we’er waiting and punching and blowing, 
How rich are the fumes that arise to the smell! 
The needful old cow chips, the odorous cow chips, 
The hash cooking cow chips so rich to the smell. 


When we think of old woodiand with hills that are ‘‘yaller’’, 
Where folks must be taught to toddle around; 
We turn with disgust from it’s “‘agery”’ pallor, 


Right back where both climate and cow chips are found- 


The soggy old cow chips, the rich scented cow chips, 
- The hash cooking cow chips that out here are found. 


When crops are a failure and stock is a-dyin’, 

And corn for our fuel cannot then be found; 
When, hauling our water, we’re treezing and erying, 

How welcome the cow chips that ont here are found: 
The genuine cow chips, the bonafide cow chips, 

The pureblooded cow chips that out here are found. 


In this glorious country with water below us, 
Where ozone, in short, takes the top off the ground, 
Where hail storms benumb us and blizzards o’ercome us, 
Are the soul-cheering cow chips that drop cn the ground- 
The time honored cow chips, the homesteader’s eow chips, 
The fume giving cow chips that drop on the ground. 
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Ode to Arthur 


It’s pleasant to live by a little town, 
A town that is friendly and true; 
And when e’er I roam, be it near or far, 
I’m glad to get back to you. 


Oh! Arthur, you haven’t the glamour and show 
Of some larger towns in the west; 
But you’re always ready with word or deed 

To comfort a soul distressed. 


And so, when the sunset years roll around, 
And our trail leads nearer ‘‘Home’’, 
May we each find shelter upon your Sagedn 

Then never more we’ll roam. 


; 
‘ 
| 
3 


Till then, let us boost you far and wide, 
On land or sea or foam. , 

Oh! little town, you’re the heart of us all, 
And we’re proud to call you home. 


-,.4° °°, *+Mrs, Ray Curtiss July 26, 1940 


A Memorable Day 


It was announced some weeks ago by the Arthur Telephone 
Company, that all rural telephone lines that reached here by De- 
cember Ist would be connected with the Arthur board free, while 
after that date such connection would be subject to a charge of 
$10.00, and this evening three important lines, one from the Boe, 
Hogate and Hartman neighborhood, northwest, from the Summers 
Heath and Tilley neighboohood, northeast and one from the south- 
west, reaching Will Ehlers, Ed Johansen and others, are entering 
the city, and each trying in a friendly but determined way to be 
the* first to send’ a message over their line. 

sine ay ‘Arthur FpterpEare: December, 1 1916 
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President Arthur and Arthur County 
The Arthur Enterprise 


Arthur, N ebraska 08 OE they 44 | 
Dear Mrithe_ Unite 

My father often told me about his visits to the western part of 
Nebraska with President Arthur and Buffallo Bill. It may be that 
in some of my father’s papers he will have reference toit, If I 
ean find something definite about it, I will let you know. 

I remember that my father often told me how impressed Presi- 
dent Arthur was at the beauty of your part of the state. My 
father said that President Arthur spoke of it as, ‘This is the 
strongest and most wholesome country in the world.’’ 

My father, who was born in Denmark where he was well educat- 
ed by private tutors, came to this country when he was seven- 
teen. He was deeply impressed by our form of governmert and 
inspired by the opportunities offered here not only tor the rich 
but for the poor as well, He served as a government scout, and it 
was while engaged in this work that he visited Arthur County 
County with President Arthur and Buffalo Bill. Iam sure that a 
complete story would be most interesting if I can learn it. 

I shall be only too glad to send you any additional information I 
can obtain. Very Truly Yours, Mabel Gillespie 


Bill trails a Wolf. 
A true story as told to the editor of the Arthur Enterprise by an old timer, 
It was in the dead of winter in the early days of pre-organiza- 
tion Arthur County. Time and again that wolf had struck, this 
. time a filly, next time a heifer then perhaps the family hog. 
- Again he struck! Bill could stand it no longer. Swearing eternal 
yengeance he picked up his trusty old Army Rifle, slung a sack of 
grub over his shoulder and started to trail the marauder over the 
frosty snow. Back and forth and even across his trail Bill found 
increasing evidence of his quary. All that day and all that night 
through the bitter cold and into the next day the hunt continued. 
As Bill wearily climbed Old Baldy he felt that victory was near. 
The blazing sun had dropped behind the hill but as he topped its 
summit it reappeared and in its dazzling path up sprang the great 
hulk of the old gray wolf. Quickly bringing his rifle to position, he 
fired into that blazing inferno but even before the echoes died 
away, Bill knew he had lost. Only a tuft of gray hair! 
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Homesteads Kinkaids Proving up 


Land is the first essential to the life of man. The only title to 
land recognized among the Nebraska Indians tribes was that of con- 
tinuous occupancy and use. The right of the Indians was recogniz- 
ed by the United States until May 30, 1354 when Presideut Franklin 
Pierce signed the Nebraska-Kansas bill. For Nebraska, it was the 
first step in turning the land from ‘‘Indian Country” into land for 
white settlement. 

After May 30, 1854, there were two principal methods of acquir- 
ing land. The first was under the pre-emption act. By it’s terms a 
homesteader could secure 160 acres by living upon it, improving it 
and paying $1.25 per acre. Its purpose was to giye the pioneer the 
first chanch to buy public land in an amount actuully needed for a 
farm which he could work with his own hands. The other method 
was bv soldiers military bounty land warrants. At first these land 
warrants were issued to the soldier direct upon proof of his service 
yt could be located upon land 

only by himself. The Act of Mar. 
Notice for Publication 27, 1852 made these warrants as- 


5 one a5 eat signable by the soldier. They 
~ 0. an iLe. roxen bow, re ulred n id ; 

Nebraska. March 20, 1917 | The 7 wk ot act gave 
08 iar 'E a y arash che a | each settler 160 acres on condition 
raska, who, on November 24, that he make it his home and im- 
1918, made homestead entry No. | prove it five years. But a home- 
09279 for all of section 25, town-|Steader couldn’t makea living on 


ship 19 North of Range 40 West}|160 acres of Sand Hill land and a 
filed notice of intention to make MrEeE homestead was recom. 
' ( c \ 7 : 

nat hen hina onal day detah 4 mended. The Kinkaid Act, passed 


lish claim to the land above de- April 28, 1904, permitted a ppme: 
scribed, before the Clerk of the|Stead of 640 acres to be acquired 
District Court of Arthur County) by 5 years residence and placing 
Nebraska, at his office in Arthur theron improvements of the value 


punts ooo on the 15th) of $300, He then made ‘final 


'proof’’, copy of notice is given, 
recieved his ‘‘final receipt’? and 


Serial No. 09279 


Claimant names as witnesses: 
Frank S, Stevens, Lloyd M. 


Rogers, Henry A. Peterson. later a ‘“‘patent’’ signed by the 
Peter Anderson, all of Arthur, President. 
Nebraska. : 


Mack C. Warrington, Register. | 
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Some Pioneer Stories 
As told by John Bratt in “Trails of Yesterday” 


GEORGE POTTER 


Trusty George Potter was neven happy unless in sight of ‘‘Old 
Baldy’’. He had charge of our herd of some 600 males where we 
usually wintered them at what we called Mill Camp, some 8 miles 
west of the head of the Dismal River. George could swear once in 
a while, shoot straight and speak his thoughts when necessary to 
big or little. [ often used to visit George, making the drive of 75 
miles from the home ranch to Mill Camp alone in one day. Some- 
times I would never meet a soul during the entire trip, going and 
coming. It gave me a chance to commune with nature. Sometimes 
I would meet or see at a distance a pack of wolves or hungry 
coyotes many deer, elk and occasionally a buffalo. George later 
married a widow in the Lake Country who prevailed upon him to 
sell out a valuable homestead that I had persuaded him to take 
and prove upon. He moved to California where he died some 
years later. 


John Challenger 


John Challenger was a typical Fnglishman, who came to 
America to learn the cattle business. John was ared-headed, wiry, 
full of grit and energy and a real good fellow, who prided himself 
in wearing a neat, well-fitting suit of corduroy knee-breeches, 
which some of the cowboys spoiled by dropping a lighted match in 
an almost empty nail keg upon which John was sitting. It had two 
pounds of loose gunpowder in it and John and the keg went up in 
the air. The former was not presentable on the return trip. 


This was the same Challenger, who, when a thieving band of 
Sioux Indians took our horses from his camp at Baldy Hill in the 
Lake Country came out of the camp and tho alone, and many miles 
from other ranches and men, commenced shooting at the Indians. 
They came back to John’s camp, bent on killing him. John shut 
and barred the door of the ranch and shot at them thru the win- 
dow. The Indians finally got on top of the roof and sent many 
bullets thru it, hoping to’ kill John, but they did not hurt him, altho 
several shots came very close to him. They took his four head of 
horses. John was game. He sent several bullets after them as 
they rushed the horses up the valley toward the head of the Dismal. 


b : AITTOY FOROBH 
IO” Yo “dedgia af azoinw yqqad maven eaw totic sgiosD YianT 
ow suedw olen (00 smog to bred we le sguado bed oH ble 

_aslim 8 onmon gee’) HIM botlze sw jaiw ta mod) berotaiw Vilee 
ai gona ieewa'bluos oy109D vrovill lemmail ora lo beod od} to teow 
oj} yineesoon acdw etd quod? aid deoqe baw tdgisiwe jooda. We 
G? to evish oft gaident .»gto9t Seiya hess motto l. .ofiiil to gid 
-o008 Yeh ego ai onols qms0 iM of doasi oniod od? mor seliens 
bas anlog @itt oxiine oi yatiwh Ino 8 Joon toven bluow I gomis 
gomiteme? tien (iw saumtmes of some s om 9¥ey 3] .aaimoo 
traiud 40 goviow to dosa s gomatelh 2 dp 092 to toom bluow I 
tote) $g1090 .olatiud s vlisifotamese Has He wto9b vram astoyoo 
ol mid noqy belizverq odw vaso) adel edt ai wobiw s bite 
susi of oid bebsueisq bed I tad? hesdeoasod oidaglav a digo Hee 
omon beib od yiedw sintotiled of bovem of ..ao qu ovorg baa 

; etal easy 
seprnelisHhd mado’ 


ot oman odw mandaifgad txoiqyl @ agw rwynsliedd gol 
wtiw ,bobsod-bers enw adol. .2eoniend sliieo od? oxsol of ashromA 
Neaatid bebing ofw .wotlst booy [so1.e-bag yytTeds baa ting to Aut 
medwen-esad yousthtey lo tiva gaittitdlew szea « anisaow ai 
fi dotem heidtyi! e gniqqoth yd bolioga eyed Woo 63 Yo sinos ilgidw 
ows bed 3] -galitis eswondol doitw coe yew lina ‘iqmis Jeomle ag 
mM qu jiew god ed? bas ndol bas Ji ai tehwognuy az001 te abaueg 
_ Att) miter odd oo sideiaseorg ton daw veim0t edt aie edt is 


tude niot tid ynillid qo ined .qees eadol of dod omeo yedT = = 
“fiw, ort wits cport is Jode bre donst oft to tob a9 bored bas "OE 
awe Inde bes toot on} Io god ne too liaait ensifind sdT * mob 212 
oijla mid trod goa bib yods aud ,adob Hisl-o3 uniqod 3 wadt « 

to bead «wot sid toot yodT mir od Saoly yrav oangy z 
*& mod? s99e ajoliud lavevea jnoz oH .omtay eaw ad 


JsmziC of: to baed ond biswat valiav ons qu agesod sila b shew ¢9 


i 
a f 7 
| > 
‘i> oe 
: ‘ ~ 
: S : a? 
Cy . <a aie 


a IR ior hacen se | 


28 ARTHUR COUNTY HISTORY 
THREE MILE LAKE 


This is the country where one cloudy morning on a round-up I . 


turned loose sixty cowbcys to work the country and drift the 
cattle to Three Mile Lake. All the men got lost but three and my- 
self. We happened to have pocket compasses, otherwise we would 
have been lost also. 


-“BILLY-THE-BEAR’’ 

as one of the cowboys was called, ‘‘got lost from a round-up in the 
Lake Country near Spring Valley, S. E. of Hyannis. We finally 
found him after three days search. He had become temporarily 
‘insane and was on top of a hill pawing dirt and bellowing like a 
mad steer, came charging at us when we surrounded him. We had 
‘to rope and tie him down in the wagon until we got him to the 
ranch, where, after a month’s nursing, he regained his senses’’ 


/Buffalo Bill Learns to Write 


When William Cody, popularly known as Buffalo Bill, was a boy, 
his education had been neglected to such an extent that he was 
unable to write even his name. How he acquired the ability to sign 


his name and the difficulties this ability caused him is told in a story 


found in the Nebraska City News, May. 14, 1859. : 

According to the News, young Cody got a jobasa messenger boy 
for an overland freighting company. At the end of a month he was 
required to sign his name to the payroll, but, because of his inabil- 
ity to dothis he madea mark. His mother collected his pay for him. 

On one occasion he had neglected to sign the payroll in adyance 
and in the presence of his mother, was asked by the paymaster to 
‘make his mark on the voucher. Cody’s face flushed as he saw 
tears in his mothers eyes because he couldn’t write his name. 
From that time on he studied penmanship until finally he was 
able to write his name. 

And then he became a pest. Any wagon-body or yoke, and 
wherever he could find a surface that could be cut with a knife 
would be well carved with ‘‘Will Cedy,’’ ‘"Little Billy,”’ ‘Billy the 
Boy Messenger,’’ ‘William Frederic Cody,’’ and many other sig- 
natures. It is said that any house in town was fair game for young 


Cody if he had a piece of charcoal and could avoid the wrath of. 


the tenants. 
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